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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 1-20 are pending in this application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

The following terms lack antecedent basis: 



8 and on line 1 0 of claim 1 5. 
For the purpose of this office action the Examiner would change "the process" to 
"the one or more processes". 



4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 



I. 



"the process" on lines 7 and 1 1 of claim 1 ; on line 7 and 10 of claim 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-5,7-12,14-18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Pat. No. 5,995,996 to Venable. 

6. As to claim 1 , Venable teaches a data processing apparatus that performs, in a 
predetermined order, one or more processes from among a plurality of processes, on 
predetermined data, the data processing apparatus comprising: storage means for 
storing a plurality of functions, each function including one of the plurality of processes 
(Allocatable Memory 26a-26f Col. 7 Ln. 50 - 67, Col. 8 Ln. 1 - 4, "...memory.,." Col. 8 
Ln. 51 - 67) and a call-out command that calls out a next one of the plurality of 
functions ("...looping again..." Col. 13 Ln. 55 - 67, Col. 14 Ln. 9 - 35, figure 10 "...next 
upstream..." Col. 15 Ln. 21 - 39, Col. 15 Ln. 40 - 67); execution means for executing 
the one or more processes described by each of the plurality of functions (Host 
Application 50 Col. 8 Ln. 33 - 49); and call out means for calling out the next one of the 
plurality of functions from the storage means in accordance with the call-out command 
of a function being executed by the execution means after the one or more processes of 
the function being executed by the execution means is completed ("...looping again..." 
Col. 1 3 Ln. 55 - 67, Col. 1 5 Ln. 40 - 67). 

7. As to claim 2, Venable teaches the data processing apparatus of claim 1 , 
wherein the execution means repeatedly executes the process of each of the plurality of 
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functions for only a predetermined number of times in accordance with predetermined 
repetition information (Host Application 50 ". . .indicated number of times. . ." Col. 1 3 Ln. 
56-67). 

8. As to claim 3, Venable teaches the data processing apparatus of claim 1 , further 
comprising change means for changing the call-out command of the functions from a 
first one of the plurality of functions to a second one of the plurality of functions 
("...looping again..." Col. 13 Ln. 55 -67, figure 10 "...next upstream..." Col. 15 Ln. 21 - 
39). 

9. As to claim 4, Venable teaches the data processing apparatus of claim 1 , 
wherein the predetermined data includes image data (Col. 16 Ln. 49 - 67). • 

10. As to claim 5, Venable teaches the data processing apparatus of claim 4, 
wherein the processes are image processes including a gamma compensation process, 
a resolution-conversion process and an outline-adjustment process (Col. 17 Ln. 29 - 
43, Col. 26 Ln. 60 - 67). 

11. As to claim 7, Venable teaches the data processing apparatus of claim 1 , 
wherein the call-out command includes an address of the next function in the storage 
means (Allocated Memory Block 26b "...pointer..." Col. 14 Ln. 63 -67, Col. 15 Ln. 18- 
20). 
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12. As to claim 8 and 15, see the rejection of claim 1 above. 

13. As to claims 9 and 16, see the rejection of claim 2 above. 

14. As to claim 10, see the rejection of claim 3 above. 

1 5. As to claims 1 1 and 1 7, see the rejection of claim 4 above. 

16. As to claims 12 and 18, see the rejection of claim 5 above. 

17. As to claims 14 and 20, see the rejection of claim 7 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

18. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

19. Claims 6,13 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Pat. No. 5,995,996 to Venable in view of U.S. Pat. No. 5, 
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20. As to claim 6, Venable is silent with reference to the data processing apparatus 
of claim 1, wherein the predetermined data includes sound data. 

21 . Tsumura teaches the data processing apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the 
predetermined data includes sound data (Col. 1 Ln. 22 - 27, Col. 64 - 67, Col. 1 - 9). 

22. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Tsumura and Venable because the 
teaching of Tsumura would improve the system of Venable by providing an image 
information processing system that includes a unit for adding sound information in 
connection with the displayed pictured at a designated position of the display unit 
(Tsumura Col. 1 Ln. 66 - 67). 

23. As to claims 1 3 and 1 9, see the rejection of claim 6 above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles E. Anya whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3757. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Thomson can be reached on (571) 272-3718. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Charles E Anya 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2194 



cea. 



